Brendan Mark

Multimedia & Visual Arts I: web project proposal


Title: Bridge design new and old


         Boston and Brooklyn compare bridges


         Bunker Hill and Brooklyn compare bridge designs



Mission Statement: This website will explore the construction of both the Brooklyn and Bunker Hill Bridge. It will also delve into some of the social responses to their construction and opening. 


Introduction: The Brooklyn Bridges construction was much different than that of the Bunker Hill Bridge because of the time in which it was constructed. The Brooklyn Bridge site for instance was excavated using shovels, pickets, wheelbarrows, and only later in its construction blasting; whereas the Bunker Hill Bridge had much more advanced technology at its disposal. The opening of both bridges was met with resistance, but for much different reasons. These bridges are monuments to the city they were built in and for this reason they are worth taking a deeper look at.

           Content Summary: Construction for the Brooklyn Bridge began on January 2nd of 1870. The Bridge engineers were John Augustus Roebling and Wilhem Hildenbrand. The construction of this bridge faced many obstacles; death due to the bends, explosions, a caisson fire, steel cable contractor fraud as well as the death of John Roebling. The excavation of the caisson site was made using basic tools that today are mainly used to landscaping and garden work and at the beginning of its construction it only dug six inches per day. It opened on May 24th of 1883 with a toll of one cent for the opening day. The Bunker Hill Bridge is the widest cable stayed bridge in the world. It was designed by Swiss engineer Christian Menn. It cost one hundred million dollars to build and was designed to handle ten lanes of traffic. They had to use special anchoring for the cables. The idea for this bridge is very old going back before the big dig. The name of the bridge is one of the more controversial aspects of this bridge. Some call it the Zakim bridge while others still describe it as the Bunker Hill Bridge.                   


Information Architecture: 

Outline: 

-Introduction to both bridges

-Link to Bunker Hill Bridge facts and construction

-Link to Brooklyn Bridge facts and construction

-Comparison of Structure and design of both bridges

-Picture of both Bridges on either side

-Social objections to each bridge

-Construction problems of each bridge

-Link to a movie of a bridge falling down and why

-Construction costs in terms of both money and man power

-Navigation bar with pictures of both bridges above links (with links to other websites)

Design Elements: A very neat and well connected site. Using squares and rectangles as the basis for dividing space since when I think of a bridge I think of something very well planned and well connected. Little space between pictures and text and navigation bar. 


Formal Elements- Space on either side of text and picture but a rigid structure for text and pictures. Maybe textured backgrounds a little dark in order for the text to stick out as well as the pictures.


Color- Either a black or white background, black or white font depending on background with blue text for links, I am hoping to use high quality photos and a simple layout for the text to reduce the page kb size.


Fonts- basic Times New Roman, verdana, some more complicated fonts for the links which I will use photoshop for.


Navigation- either on the left side, but probably on the bottom of the page, it will have pictures for each link that have rollover effects.


Interactivity- on links. Links will not open a new window. Maybe a very simple animation on some of the linked pages but not on the main page. 


Production Timeline: I want to start with my main page. I want to get the content down before I start adding pictures and navigation to get a sense of how much text I am going to be working with. Then I want to add pictures on the main page and lastly work on the navigation bar. I want to work on the link for the Brooklyn Bridge first in the same order as the main page and then the link for the Zakim Bridge. Then I want to work on the page for their comparisons. 


Testing the Site: 

Links connect to proper destinations-

Rollovers work and do not overlap-

Page works on slightly older browsers-

Website loads in under 15 seconds-

Images are sharp but not too big-

Main page is interesting-

Text in browser is in the same place as I planted-


Conclusion: I hope this site will show the advances in construction of huge construction projects like these bridges over time. I also hope it will show the differences workers faced in the manual labor of their construction. A useful site for students who are doing research on bridges. Also a nice site to look at. 

